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AGENDA
7:30 AM

REGISTRATION BEGINS
Continental Breakfast is served

8:15 AM

WELCOME TO THE 33RD ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM
Anil Kumar – Chairman - Symposium, Texas Energy Council
Tad Fielder – VP- Operations, Texas Energy Council
Giuliana Vural – Past President and Advisory Board, Texas Energy Council

Speaker:

8:30 AM

THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE IN THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY
Speaker:
Kunal Patel – Research Dept., Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

9:20 AM

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION in DRILLING,and BLOCKCHAIN FOR ENERGY
Speaker:
Scotty Reyna – Operations Drilling Manager., Pioneer Natural Resources
Rashi Gajula – Automation & Digital Transformation Lead, Pioneer Natural Resources

10:30 AM

Networking Break

10:45 AM

THE CHANGING POWER MARKETS IN THE U.S.
Joseph Warner – Senior Analyst, Power Markets, BTU Analytics (Factset)

Speaker:
11:30 AM
Speaker:

HYDROCARBON – IT’S ORGANIC!
Melissa Northcott – Haas Engineering

12:00 PM

LUNCHEON: RAISING AMERICA’S ENERGY IQ
Speaker:
The Honorable Jason Isaac – Director, Life: Powered

1:15 PM

McGIRT v. OKLAHOMA – TOTO, WE’RE NOT IN OKLAHOMA ANYMORE
Speaker:
Melissa Gardner – Counsel, The Title Law Group

2:00 PM

PANEL ON DIVERSIFICATION: PRODUCTS, POLICY & PEOPLE
Moderator:
Trisha Curtis – President & CEO, PetroNerds
Panelists:
Dana Sweet – Director of Energy Innovation, Tailwater Capital
AJ Akaydin – Chief Financial Officer, Sammons Infrastructure
Kelli Roach – General Counsel, Black Mountain Sand

3:15 PM

Networking Break

3:30 PM

ENERGY COMPANY OF THE FUTURE – SUPPLY, DEMAND AND CAPITAL DISCIPLINE
Speaker:
Greg Scheig – Managing Director, Vantage Point Advisors

4:15 PM

GEOTHERMAL OPPORTUNITIES IN THE ENERGY MIX
Speaker:
Joseph Batir, Ph.D. – Senior Geoscientist, PetroLern

4:45 PM

THE MAKING & BUSINESS OF FRAC SAND IN TRANSITION
Speaker:
Kelli Roach – General Counsel, Black Mountain Sand

5:15 PM

CLOSING REMARKS
Speaker:
Michael Cooper – President, Texas Energy Council

5:30 PM

ADJOURN FOR NETWORKING RECEPTION
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2022 SYMPOSIUM
Speaker:
Topic:

Kunal Patel – Research Dept, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, Dallas
THE OUTLOOK FOR OIL & GAS: How Companies are Adapting to the New
Environment
The oil and gas market has begun recovering from the pandemic and prices are rising. So, what
does this mean for companies? And how have they adapted to the new environment? The
presentation provides an overview of the recent recovery, key ways firms have adapted to the
new environment, and an outlook. The presentation will also feature key insights from the
Dallas Fed Energy Survey.

Bio:

Kunal Patel is a business economist at the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. As a member of the
Research Department’s energy group, Patel analyzes and investigates developments and topics
in the oil and gas sector. He is also heavily involved with the production of the Dallas Fed Energy
Survey and is an organizer of the annual Dallas Fed–Kansas City Fed energy conference.

Speakers:

Scotty Reyna – PXD Drilling Operations Manager, Pioneer Natural Resources, Dallas
Rashi Gajula – Automation & Digital Transformation Leader, Pioneer Natural Resources, Dallas

9:20 AM

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION in DRILLING,and BLOCKCHAIN FOR ENERGY

Digital Transformation in Drilling Operations – leveraging game changing technology and
process enhancements to support drilling operations through performance optimization and
proactive risk management.
Blockchain for Energy:
Now more than ever it’s imperative that industrial supply chains turn to technology to reduce costs,
maximize efficiencies, streamline operations, and improve timelines. The adoption of blockchainpowered smart contracts can afford operators and service providers alike a surefire way to guarantee
transactional certainty, automate ESG reporting and improve bottom lines in a low-risk environment.
Oil and gas and its role in the great energy transition and emerging ESG landscape ahead are
contingent on its ability to transform itself and find approachable and repeatable methods that scale.
Automation and Digital Transformation in O&G Industry will help maximize value creation through real
time-time monitoring, integrated data-based drilling improvements & optimization, GHG emission
measurement, monitoring and modeling, to create sustainable, cost effective energy with less risk –
smarter, faster and safer.

Bio:

Scotty has been with Pioneer for 10 years: 7 in Completions and 3 focused on Drilling with a
mission to support operations through data-driven digital & process improvement initiatives.
Scotty holds a BS in Industrial Engineering from Texas Tech University and an MBA from The
University of Oklahoma. Scotty is a proud father of 3 daughters (Natalie 18, Emily 17, Chloe 12)
and happily married to his wife Valerie. Scotty’s second family is the Pioneer Drilling Team!

Texas Energy Council’s 33rd Annual Symposium

3

Bio:

Speaker:

Rashi has over 18 years of upstream oil and gas IT experience. She leads Automation and Digital
Initiatives at Pioneer Natural Resources. Her passion for finding new technological
implementations makes her a pioneer in this field. She is a strong advocate of converting
innovative ideas to viable solutions that simplify complex enterprise processes with use of
relevant technologies and trends. Rashi has a track record of building cross-functional teams
with simple well-defined processes. She has a reputation in the firm for agile delivery of projects
and products that have compelling value proposition and clear alignment with company
strategy.

Joseph Warner – Senior Analyst, Power Markets, BTU Analytics,(Factset).

Topic: THE CHANGING POWER MARKETS IN THE U.S





How economics of natural gas and coal fired power plants have become more challenging
How development of wind and solar development has changed the competitive landscape for
traditional thermal plants
What is the outlook for new power plant development (thermal, wind, solar, energy
storage) and power plant retirement

Bio:

Joe Warner is a Senior Energy Analyst at BTU Analytics, a FactSet Company. He focuses
primarily on power market data and analysis including capacity, generation, and emissions
within ISOs and utility areas across the US. Prior to joining BTU Analytics, he worked on income
tax compliance and consulting for private equity-backed upstream oil and gas investment
partnerships. Joe is a licensed CPA (inactive) in Colorado and holds a B.S. in Accounting and
Financial Management with a minor in Economics from the University of Colorado Denver..

Speaker:
Topic:

Melissa Northcott – Hass Engineering,
HYDROCARBON – IT’S ORGANIC

Hydrocarbons are natural, originating from decomposing organic material and geologic
processes over thousands of years. Humans have been burning hydrocarbon since very near the
beginning of our existence - in one form or other - be it yak poop, wood, whale blubber, coal, or
oil. Hydrocarbons impact us tremendously, providing heat, cooling, light, and power to our
devices and vehicles; creating myriad medical supplies, plastics, outdoor gear, solvents, and
more. A transition away from fossil fuels toward ‘greener’ energy is a priority as pollution and
the rising temperature of Earth are concerning. What are similarities in this moment in time and
ages past, throughout our planet’s geologic history? What are differences? What aspects of
climate change are in our control versus the events we cannot control? We will take a tour
through the history of our planet, examining rising and falling sea level, mass extinctions, and
planetary geology. Then we will look at our brief existence on the planet and how our
relationship with energy has evolved. We have already participated in many energy transitions,
although our reliance on hydrocarbon has been a hallmark. We will discuss the progress we
have already made toward improving efficiencies and reducing our carbon footprint as well as
Texas Energy Council’s 33rd Annual Symposium
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the technology and social challenges of the energy transition. The oil and gas industry is well
positioned to lead this transition as hydrocarbon remains a dominant energy source of the
future and we have opportunity to leverage the industry’s technology, innovation, and
adaptation to decrease emissions, improve efficiencies and employ creative strategies such as
carbon capture.

Bio:

Melissa Northcott is a Geologist at Haas Engineering.

Melissa began her career in geology at ExxonMobil and worked exploration, development and
production projects in numerous basins worldwide in conventional and unconventional plays over a
period of six years. She then transitioned to the consulting world with Netherland Sewell where she
enjoyed seeing a wide array of projects daily, getting to explore the geology of the world through
data. For the last seven years, Melissa has worked with Haas Engineering, enjoying the efficient tight
knit team and meeting clients’ needs with an array of classic and creative engineering and geologic
solutions. She holds a BS in geology from Brigham Young University and an MS in Geologic Engineering
from Colorado School of Mines.

Lunch
Speaker:
Topic:

The Honorable Jason Isaac – Director, Life: Powered, Houston

RAISING AMERICA’S ENERGY IQ
The industry has officially recognized that the extraction of fossil fuels contributes to climate
change, but also that growing energy needs must be balanced with environmental concerns. We
thus find ourselves at the crossroads for change, with one foot stuck in the technological and
social views of past decades, and the other gingerly stepping into what seems to be a more
uncertain future. In this time of change, we can and should anchor our future on some of the
same dynamics that have served us in the past: innovation, respect for our natural resources
and the environment, and developing markets that made the current energy revolution
possible. Through respect for the legal fundamentals, particularly at the Railroad Commission,
that Texas has adhered to for the past century, we can transition to a prosperous and green
future for upcoming generations.

Bio:

Jason Isaac is Director of Life:Powered, a project of the Texas Public Policy Foundation to raise
America’s energy IQ.
Prior to joining Life:Powered, Jason, a fourth-generation native Texan, was elected four times as the
State Representative for Hays and Blanco counties in the Texas Hill Country. He served on the Energy
Resources and Environmental Regulation committees, among others.
During his eight years of service, he successfully passed legislation to reduce taxes, strengthen election
integrity, improve public education, preserve Second Amendment rights, protect local groundwater,
and protect private property rights. He was repeatedly honored for his commitment to limited
government and proved to be an effective leader, excelling at both advocating for conservative
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principles and working across the aisle to find responsible solutions for the future of the Lone Star
State.
Jason has appeared on national news shows, and his commentaries have been published in The Hill,
The Washington Examiner, the Daily Caller, and other publications.
Jason is a graduate of Stephen F. Austin State University and serves as a high school lacrosse coach. He
lives in Hays County with his wife, Carrie, and two sons.

Speaker:
Topic:

Melissa Gardner – Counsel, The Title Law Group , Oklahoma City

McGIRT v. OKLAHOMA – Toto, We’re not in Oklahoma anymore
Stepping away from coronavirus, low oil prices, and raids on toilet paper, 2020 also heralded in
a major Supreme Court ruling upholding the Major Crimes Act of 1906 and, as a result, reestablishing the Eastern portion of Oklahoma as Native American lands. This decision impacts
multiple layers in the legal system, including real estate, regulatory law, water rights, oil and gas
and alternative energy developments.

Bio:

Melissa R. Gardner is a Director and an attorney in the Energy & Natural Resources Practice
Group. She represents energy companies and mineral owners in a variety of matters in
Oklahoma, Texas and North Dakota, including oil and gas title examination, bankruptcy,
probate, quiet title, surface damages issues, and lien preparation and enforcement. The
changing environment in the energy industry has caused Melissa’s practice to increasingly focus
on helping her clients navigate new financial realities, expanding her experience in the areas of
estate planning, business succession, and bankruptcy and restructuring.
Melissa has prepared a large number of drilling and division order title opinions; worked on
acquisition due diligence projects; and drafted multiple curative instruments for her clients. Melissa
has recently walked with her clients through lien filings and foreclosure both when they are
attempting to recover and when they find themselves in financial crisis. Additionally, Melissa has
served as local counsel to companies working through out of state bankruptcy restructuring and
liquidation, as well as ensuring that her clients’ interests are protected when they serve as creditors to
other parties who find themselves in financial hardship. This bankruptcy experience has included 363
Bankruptcy sales.
Her practice also includes assisting families and individuals in the area of trusts, estates, and family
wealth planning. Melissa strategizes with clients and works with them to prepare private estate
planning documents and navigate trusts, in addition to drafting all types of wills, advance directives,
and powers of attorney.
Prior to joining the firm, Melissa served as an in-house attorney at Chesapeake Energy for over six
years.
Melissa serves on the board of Oklahoma City Real Property Lawyers Association; she serves on the
board of directors for Heartline; and she serves on the board of International Teams, an international
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relief ministry based in Illinois. Melissa is from Empire, Oklahoma. She’s a huge sports fan and has
helped start a Phillips Murrah corporate rowing team (Law and Oarder).

PANEL:
Topic:

DIVERSIFICATION: Products, Policy & People
Di-ver-si-fi-ca-tion: noun
The action of diversifying something or the fact of becoming more diverse.
The process of a business enlarging or varying its range of products or field of operation.
Definitions from Oxford Languages

This industry has faced hit after hit over the past two years - a global pandemic, negative oil prices, mass
layoffs, bankruptcies, the Great Texas Freeze and a severe public image problem. To survive, companies
are being forced to diversify their product, policy and people. Whether it be work from home employees,
investing in renewable energy sources, resolving to reduce greenhouse gases, and/or implementing
diversity initiatives in the workplace. This panel will dive into how the energy industry is diversifying,
including:
 Renewable products taking a larger role in the energy space
 Global Pandemic and demand reduction
 Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) impacting energy
 Women in energy and how that dynamic has changed the industry as a whole

Moderator:

Trisha Curtis – President & CEO, PetroNerds, Denver

Bio:

Trisha Curtis is the President and CEO of PetroNerds, LLC. She founded the company in 2015 and began
working full time at PetroNerds in January 2016. She was formerly the Director of Research, Upstream and
Midstream, at the Energy Policy Research Foundation, Inc. (EPRINC) in Washington, DC. Since 2010, she has led
extensive research efforts and major consulting projects and authored several reports on the North American
upstream and midstream markets. She was also the Manager for Strategy and Analytics at Anschutz Exploration
in Denver, Colorado.
At PetroNerds, Ms. Curtis leads research and consulting services. She is a macroeconomist with an expertise in
US shale markets. She is globally recognized for her knowledge of US shale and has been asked to speak and
present at several forums including OPEC in Vienna, Austria, in Bahrain, and in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Stanford
University, Chatham House, Oxford University, Denver University, and Colorado School of Mines. She is also the
host of The PetroNerds Podcast.

Panelist:
Bio:

Lindsay Grider – Head of Investor Relations, Tailwater Capital, Dallas
Ms. Grider joined Tailwater Capital in May 2018 to lead the firm’s fundraising and investor relations,
marketing and public relations activities. Prior to joining Tailwater, Ms. Grider was the Director of
Investor Relations at NGP, where she led fundraises for both energy and agribusiness funds and worked
closely with limited partners and investment consultants. Prior to NGP, Ms. Grider managed corporate
development and distribution for Sterling Stamos Capital Management, an alternative investment firm
based in Menlo Park, California. She started her career with five years of investment banking with
Citigroup and Wachovia Securities, focused on M&A and capital raising transactions across various
industries. Ms. Grider earned her B.A. in International Commerce from Vanderbilt University.
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Ms. Grider is a longtime supporter of cultivating opportunities for women in energy and finance. She has served
on the national board of directors of the philanthropic arm of the Women’s Energy Network (“WEN”), the WEN
Foundation, and has served WEN on a local level as both a board member and an Advisory Council member of
the North Texas Chapter. She also serves on the Advisory Board of the Kayo Women’s Energy & Energy
Transition Summits, which promotes opportunities for women in energy investment and finance.

Panelist:
Bio:

AJ Akaydin – Chief Financial Officer, Sammons Infrastructure, Dallas
AJ Akaydin is the Chief Financial Officer of Sammons Infrastructure, Inc., a Dallas-based holding company,
which owns and manages renewable energy, energy storage, mitigation banking, and other infrastructure
projects in North America. Akaydin has more than 20 years of experience in corporate finance and
investment banking with a focus on power and energy industries. Prior to joining Sammons Infrastructure
in 2017, Akaydin served in various financial leadership positions at Vistra Energy Corp. (NYSE: VST), an
independent power producer and retail electric provider, and Murchison Oil & Gas, Inc., a privately held
exploration and production company with operations in the Permian Basin of Texas and New Mexico.
Akaydin spent the first 8 years of her career in the investment banking industry, 5 years at Citigroup’s
New York and London offices, and 3 years at the Dallas offices of Houlihan Lokey, a global investment
bank. Akaydin’s transactional and management experience spans across various segments of the power
and energy industries including upstream oil & gas, pipelines, refineries, conventional and renewable
power generation, transmission, and energy storage.
Akaydin holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Engineering from Bogazici University at Istanbul,
a Master of Science degree in Accounting from the University of Texas at Dallas, and a Master of
Engineering degree in Operations Research from Cornell University where she was a Fulbright scholar.
Akaydin is a CFA charter holder. AJ has been volunteering with the WEN North Texas Mentoring Program
since 2015.

Panelist:

Kelli Roach – General Counsel, Black Mountain Sand, Dallas
Bio: Kelli has helped companies (public and private) navigate through transitions and ever-changing

business landscapes; consistently called upon for her perspective and guidance on matters of risk
management/mitigation, strategic planning and corporate governance. A recognized expert in the energy
industry, she is currently a member of the executive management team and General Counsel of Black
Mountain Sand where she oversees legal, risk management and governance matters as well as the ESG
Program.
Kelli holds a J.D. from Southern Methodist University and an M.A. in International Management and B.A.
in Government and Politics, both from the University of Texas at Dallas.

Speaker:
Topic:

Greg Scheig – Managing Director, Vantage Point Advisors, Dallas
ENERGY COMPANY OF THE FUTURE – SUPPLY, DEMAND AND CAPITAL DISCIPLINE

In order to attract capital, E&P companies are moving towards becoming sustainable, dividendpaying enterprises as compared to being rewarded for high growth. This presentation will
discuss this issue with respect to:
 Company financial structures
 Dividend policies
Texas Energy Council’s 33rd Annual Symposium
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Bio:

Capital expenditure budgeting, and
Valuation impacts and drivers.

Over his 30-year consulting career, Mr. Scheig has performed hundreds of valuations involving
common stock shares, partnership units, and financial derivatives. As an expert witness, Mr.
Scheig has provided deposition and courtroom testimony in matters relating to tax valuations,
bankruptcy, economic damages, and utility regulatory matters in a variety of legal settings.
Mr. Scheig previously worked with ValueScope, Inc., as a Principal working on valuations, expert
testimony, and financial advisory services with a focus on energy-related companies. Mr. Scheig was
employed at several other valuation firms that include Kroll Associates, Inc. and CBIZ Valuation Group
where he led their Dallas practices. Preceding his prior roles, he was a Senior Manager with both
Deloitte Consulting and FINANCO, Inc. in Austin. Mr. Scheig holds an M.B.A in Finance and Accounting
and a B.S. in Petroleum Engineering both from The University of Texas at Austin.
________________________________________________________________________________

Speaker:
Topic:

Joseph Batir, Ph.D. – Senior Geoscientist, PetroLern , Dallas
GEOTHERMAL OPPORTUNITIES IN THE ENERGY MIX

The transition from a predominantly carbon to low carbon-based energy mix is often accompanied by
concerns of grid reliability and resiliency and the future of the oil and gas workforce. Geothermal
energy can be the baseload power that stabilizes a low carbon, decentralized electricity grid of the
future, and provides a clear workforce redeployment path. How? Geothermal can be a direct energy
producer through existing or new wells, be utilized as a thermal energy battery for intermittent
renewable energy, or be the efficient, clean heating and cooling used to reduce electricity demand. In
these ways, geothermal can enable a net zero future while also improving quality of life and increasing
renewable energy penetration.
In this talk, I provide a broad overview of geothermal energy with case studies on geothermal
opportunities in the Texas oilpatch, hitting three key points. Geothermal energy has the capability to
reuse existing energy infrastructure to continue producing power from legacy assets. Geothermal can
reduce the need for power through heat and cooling and thermal energy storage. With additional
geothermal utilization, a green drilling boom can occur, revitalizing the oil and gas workforce. While
much of the examples focus on Texas, there is geothermal power everywhere and can be fully utilized
through new technologies that are being developed as well as new utilization strategies of existing
technologies. Geothermal is scalable, available anywhere, green baseload energy, through the use of
these new technology developments.

Bio: Dr. Batir is a Senior Geothermal Geoscientist with more than 10 years of experience in

geothermal exploration and research. He leads the Petrolern geothermal technical team in thermal
resource characterization, oilfield energy conversion, geothermal reservoir modeling, and new
technology tool development. Dr. Batir’s expertise is geothermal resource identification and
quantification through surface and subsurface geospatial analysis, play fairway mapping, and
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numerical modeling, which has led to discoveries of unknown and underutilized energy resources. His
work involves the collation of disparate data and application of innovative analysis methods to
discover new geologic insights. Dr. Batir has performed projects throughout the Continental United
States, Alaska, Africa, Colombia, and Iceland. Dr. Batir was awarded a B.Sc. in Geology from Southern
Illinois University, Carbondale, a M.Sc. in Geothermal Energy from the School for Renewable Energy
Science, and a Ph.D. in Geophysics from Southern Methodist University.
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THE TEXAS ENERGY COUNCIL
The Texas Energy Council (TEC) is a nonprofit, non-partisan organization of professional and educational
societies dedicated to serving the energy industry in Texas. The TEC was originally founded in 1988 as the
Dallas Energy Council, changed to the North Texas Energy Council in 1996, and finally became the Texas
Energy Council in 2007. The membership is comprised of over 5,000 members from various organizations.
The Council is headquartered in Dallas, Texas. TEC provides a forum for all energy-related professional
societies and educational institutions to communicate issues and transfer technology among its members
and the general public. Two elected officers from each organization make up the Board of Directors of the
TEC.
Our objective is to advance the common interests of the members of professional societies and educational
institutions serving the energy industry in Texas to achieve economies, to protect and educate the public,
and to promote communication. The Council maintains a central coordinating body to provide a forum for
association and communication for representatives of the several Constituent Organizations of those
energy related professions.
President: Michael Cooper
Vice President- Symposium: Anil Kumar
Vice President- Operations: Tad Fielder
Vice President- Membership: Buffie Campbell & Allyson Howard
Vice-President- Professional Development: Alex Trilca
Secretary: Alicia Surratt
Treasurer: Carly Hewett
Chairman of Symposium Sponsorship: Greg Scheig
Chairman of Public Relations: Dan Dolan
Chairman of the Scholarship Committee: Michael Link
Advisory Board: Giuliana Vural
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TEXAS ENERGY COUNCIL - Member Organizations
ADAM Energy Forum
American Association of Drilling Engineers- DFW Chapter
Council of Petroleum Accountants Societies of Dallas
Dallas Association of Petroleum Landmen
Dallas Geological Society
Dallas Geophysical Society
Dallas Young Professionals in Energy
Dalworth Association of Division Order Analysts
Desk & Derrick Club of Dallas
DFW Association of Lease and Title Analysts
Dutch Treat Wildcatters
Energy Law Section of the Dallas Bar Association
Energy Law Section of the Tarrant County Bar Association
Fort Worth Association of Professional Landmen
Greater East Texas ADAM
The Nancy & Jake L. Hamon Oil & Gas Resource Center at the Dallas Public Library
Houston Association of Professional Landmen
Institute for the Study of Earth & Man at SMU
International Association of Directional Drilling- Permian Basin Chapter
IPAA Texas- North Central Region
Lone Star Desk & Derrick Club of Dallas
North Texas Gas Processors Association
National Association of Royalty Owners - Texas
Panhandle Producers & Royalty Association
Permian Basin Gas Processors Association
Permian Basin Landmen's Association
Petroleum Engineers Club of Dallas
Society of Independent Professional Earth Scientists
Society of Petroleum Engineers – Dallas Section
Society of Petroleum Engineers – Fort Worth Section
Society of Petroleum Evaluation Engineers – Dallas Chapter
Society of Petroleum Well Log Analysts- Dallas Chapter
South Texas Geological Society
Texas Alliance of Energy Producers
Texas Independent Producers & Royalty Owners Association
Women’s Energy Network
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******************* 2022 PLATINUM SPONSORS *******************

********************* 2022 GOLD SPONSORS *********************
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********************* 2022 SILVER SPONSORS *********************

********************* 2022 BRONZE SPONSORS *********************
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********************* 2022 BRONZE SPONSORS *********************

********************* 2022 ASSOCIATE SPONSORS *********************
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********************* 2022 ASSOCIATE SPONSORS *********************
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********************* 2022 ASSOCIATE SPONSORS *********************

********************* 2022 VENDORS *********************
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